The International Association of Volcanology and Chemistry of the Earth's Interior (IAVCEI)
An Association of the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics IAVCEI represents the primary international focus for: (1) research in volcanology, (2) efforts to mitigate volcanic disasters, and (3) research into closely related disciplines, such as igneous geochemistry and petrology, geochronology, volcanogenic mineral deposits, and the physics of the generation and ascent of magmas in the upper mantle and crust.
IAVCEI is run by an Executive Committee whose membership changes every four years. The Executive determines policies for the Association, enacting them through a series of Commissions and Task Groups. IAVCEI aims to be outward-looking, seeks relationships with other international scientific organisations, and participates in international scientific projects. It aims also to maintain a robust publishing policy, encouraging the presentation of high caliber, volcanological research results, mainly through its premier international journal the Bulletin of Volcanology. We have also included several chapters submitted by colleagues and ex-students of George who could not attend the meeting and contacted the organizers after a post-meeting book announcement on Volcano Listserve. We encouraged papers on frontier areas and challenging problems in volcanology for this volume, preferably developing some topic that George had previously studied. The majority of chapters reflect this theme. It is not the place of this Preface to describe the work of George, as that is exhaustively treated in the opening chapter by Professor R. S. J. (Steve) Sparks, but the considerable breadth of George's interests and published work has led to a book with a wide-ranging content, broadly breaking down into three areas.
First is a group of papers on understanding the emplacement and features of lava flows, long a passion of George's. This includes a posthumous paper of his own dating from 1996 on the theme of emplacement of pahoehoe by the lava-rise (or inflation) mechanism, a topic that he began to investigate in early 1991. The unpublished manuscript for this paper has been prepared by T. The third and last group of chapters concerns aspects of the intrastructure of volcanic provinces and processes in volcanoes and includes a thoughtprovoking treatment of volcanic systems by Edgardo Cañón-Tapia. This is a topic that George was actively working upon with the author until near the time of his death and that develops ideas expressed in George's 1993 paper on the same theme. Following is a review of current knowledge of volcanology of large igneous provinces by James White, Scott Bryan, Pierre-Simon Ross, Steve Self and Thorvaldur Thordarson, a topic on which George also published one of the first papers, following his 1960s visit to the Deccan Traps. The final three chapters are on George's beloved Iceland, where he did much fundamental work. Á rni Hjartarson's contribution uses central volcanoes as indicators of plate spreading rates in Iceland, Agust Gudmundsson, Nadine Friese, Ruth Andrew, Sonja Philipp, Gabriele Ertl and Ludovic Letourneur examine the effects of dyke emplacement and plate pull on volcanic systems and central volcanoes, and Steffi Burchardt and Agust Gudmundsson describe the structure of Geitafell Volcano. The final chapter of the book is a pictorial summary of George's life and work compiled by Scott Rowland and Steve Sparks.
